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Master Sampling Frame and Master Sample:

What are master sampling frame (MSF) and a master
sample?

A sampling frame is the source material from which
a list is drawn. It is usually a list which contains the
names of all items of a universe (in case of finite
universe only). If this source material is not available,
researcher has to prepare it. Such a list should be
comprehensive, correct, reliable and appropriate. It
is extremely important for the source list to be as
representative of the target population as possible.

Whereas, a master sampling frame (MSF) is a general
purpose sampling frame which is a large subset of
the original sampling frame. The master sampling
frame can be used to select the independent samples
for different surveys. A frame is known as a master
sampling frame or, simply, a master sample when it
is used for multiple surveys or multiple rounds of the
same survey (United Nations [UN], 2008, p. 85). From
one (large) master sample it is possible to select
subsamples for different surveys.

What are the benefits of designing a master sampling
frame?

The benefits of designing a master sampling frame
are: it is quick and easy to conduct surveys, it reduces
the cost of preparing sampling materials and selecting
samples, it is easier to relate data from different
surveys, and it helps in controlling respondent’s
burden.

But the use of a master sampling frame is
recommended only if there is “a large-scale continuing
intercensal household survey program” in the country.

It is not worthwhile to develop a master sampling
frame where there is not such a continuing survey
program.

What is CBS doing as regards to designing a MSF?What
is the next plan?

In a view to adopt integrated survey system, in which
the household surveys to be conducted in the
intercensal period are placed in a fixed and
predetermined calendar year, CBS has completed
some of the preliminary tasks, like analyzing
population census 2011 data set to check for feasible
Primary Sampling Units (PSUs).

As Nepal’s latest population census 2011 is more than
two years old from now, creating a MSF based on this
without a complete country wide updating is not fully
recommended. Therefore, based on the preliminary
tasks completed, the bureau will work towards
preparing Enumeration Areas for the next census
which will be treated as PSUs for selecting a master
sample in the future. The preparation of these
enumeration areas is same as designating Census
Blocks for the next population census.

However, this is a very challenging and daunting task
the bureau is all set to initiate soon. In fact the task
will be accomplished by a collaborative effort among
various technical sections of the bureau and this
involves very laborious work by a massive number of
GIS professionals that is to be supplemented by field
level enumerators. This also requires huge resources
to procure latest equipment, like software, images,
maps, printers, etc.
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