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Nepal and the Sultanate of 
Oman formally established 
diplomatic relations on 21 
January 1977, marking the 
start of a friendly and cooper-
ative partnership. This mile-
stone strengthened Nepal’s 
engagement with the Gulf 
region and created a frame-
work for political dialogue, 
economic interaction, and 
people-to-people contact. 
The 1977 agreement laid the 
groundwork for a growing re-
lationship that later expand-
ed through people-to-people 
contacts, labour-force migra-
tion, institutional coopera-
tion, and the establishment 
of Nepal’s residential embas-
sy in Muscat in 2013.

A letter was sent to the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) 
and the Permanent Mission 
to Nepal, New York to pro-
vide the relevant documents 
and photographs of the sign-
ing event and a response is 
yet to be received.

Establishment of Nepal-Oman  
Bilateral Relations in 1977
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Who is the oldest Nepali to visit Oman?

There is no clear informa-
tion regarding who was 
the first Nepali person to 
visit Oman. However, a 
written record was found 
from a letter sent in 1985 
by a Sales Manager named 
Purna Bahadur Chhetri 
(who worked at Nihal 
Trading Company in 
Oman) addressed to the 
Nepali delegation arriving 
to participate in Oman’s 
Fifteenth National Day 
(18 November 1985).

According to that let-
ter, approx. 200 Nepalis 
were working in Oman 
at that time. The letter 
mentioned that most 
of the Nepalis arrived 
in Oman via India and 
some of them held In-
dian passports and due 
to their honesty and 
hard-working nature of 
Nepalis, good employ-
ment opportunities were 
available for Nepalis. The 
letter extended an invita-
tion for a ‘Get-Together’ 
program with the Nepali 
delegation. The Embassy 
will be updating the in-
formation as soon as we 
receive further authentic 
information.
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Longest Serving Nepali in Oman
Currently, Mr. Tolakanta 
Bhattarai, a resident of 
Syangja, is the one of the 
longest-serving Nepali 
working in Oman. He 
arrived in Oman on 
8 August 1993 with a 
Nepali passport, travelling 
via Mumbai, India, and 
has been working since 
then.  He is a respected 
figure who has deeply 
integrated into the Nepali 
community. As a dedicated 
social worker, he is widely 
admired and loved by all 
for his ever cheerful and 
friendliness nature. Today, 
he is regarded as a living 
history for the Nepali 
community in Oman.

According to our 
knowledge, he is among 
the longest-serving Nepali 
individuals in Oman. 
He actively contributed 
as a member of the 
committee formed under 
the coordination of 
Bishesh Kumar Sah for 
the establishment of the 
e-Museum.

Mr. Tolakanta Bhattarai’s 
firsthand write up provide 
a description of his journey 
to Oman, offering details 
about the time and manner 
of his arrival. His writings 
capture the state of the 
Nepali community during 
his early years in Oman 
within the broader social 
and economic landscape of 
the country. Through his 
observations, the gradual 
changes and developments 
within Oman, as well as 
the evolution of the Nepali 
community are preserved 
in his own handwritten 
documents. 
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The first official visit by Nepali 
delegation to Oman in 1985

There are no concrete details regarding the first official visit by 
Nepali delegation Oman after the establishment of diplomatic 
ties on 21 January 1977.

However, according to the archives, a three-member delegation 
led by the then-Minister of Foreign Affairs, Education, and 
Culture, Hon. Ranabir Subba, visited Oman on 19 November 
1985. On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the accession 
to the throne and 45th birthday of the then Sultan of Oman, His 
Majesty Sultan Qaboos, the Nepali delegation arrived in Oman.

The above visit information was obtained from the letter 
written by the then Ambassador of Nepal to Saudi Arabia, 
H.E. Tirtharaj Tuladhar, to his Omani counterpart, the then 
Omani Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Mr. Abdullah bin 
Ahmed bin Salim Al Marhoom. In the three-page letter, he 
highlighted the warm hospitality extended by the Omani 
side, the audience with the then Sultan of Oman, His Majesty 
Sultan Qaboos bin Said, and the bilateral meeting with the 
Omani Foreign Minister during the visit of Nepali delegation.
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The First Visit of the Head of 
State of Nepal to Oman in 1986

The private visit of the then King Birendra and 
Queen Aishwarya is possibly, the first visit by 
the Head of State of Nepal to Oman, since the 
commencement of diplomatic ties between Nepal 
and Oman in 1977. As per the old documents, the 
visit was coordinated by the Embassy of Nepal in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

As per the archives, it seemed that King 
Birendra and Queen Aishwarya travelled from 
Kathmandu to Seychelles on 26 August 1986. 
From Seychelles, they arrived at Dar es Salaam 
(Tanzania) on 28 August, and from Dar es 
Salaam to Harare (Zimbabwe) on 31 August. 
After participating in the Eighth Summit of the 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) in Harare, they 
travelled from Harare to Lusaka (Zambia) on 07 
September, and from Lusaka to Nairobi (Kenya) 
on 09 September. The Nepali King and Queen 
visited Salalah in Oman from 11 to 13 September 
1986. Oman provided grand hospitality. The 
then Sultan of Oman, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos 
bin Said, even personally drove the King and 
Queen of Nepal for sightseeing. This gesture was 
a remarkable demonstration of hospitality and 
respect. It left a lasting impression on the Nepali 
delegation, highlighting the warm relationship 
between the two countries. 

According to the archival records, the following 
additional information was acquired:
•	 The Omani side provided the highest level of 

hospitality.
•	 A grand dinner, including a musical program, 

was organized.
•	 Local newspapers gave prominent coverage 

to the news.
•	 A letter of thanks was sent by Nepali King 

with an expectation of an opportunity to 
reciprocate the grand hospitability offered to 
the Nepali delegation in Salalah.

•	 A speech was delivered during the official 
dinner.
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Signing of MOU between Federation of Nepali Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry and Oman Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry on 02 January 2010

Nepal and the Sultanate of Oman signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between the Federation of Nepali Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FNCCI) and 

Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry (OCCI) on 02 January 2010 with a desire to 
strengthen the trade and commerce cooperation. The MOU for the was signed by the then 

Chairman of FNCCI and President of OCCI in Muscat.
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The Government of Nepal opened its embassy in Muscat, Oman 
on 01 September 2013. The chancery of the Embassy of Nepal in 
Muscat was formally inaugurated jointly by Mr. Jhabindra Aryal, 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the Embassy and His Highness Mohammed 
Salim Al Said, the then Chief of Protocol of the Foreign Ministry 
of the Sultanate of Oman, by cutting ribbons and lighting a 
traditional lamp (Panas) at a special ceremony amidst a gathering 
of officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, media people 
and Nepali community. Vedic prayer-rhymes were chanted ahead 
of the opening. The then Foreign Secretary of Nepal Mr. Arjun 
Bahadur Thapa later inaugurated the Embassy at its premises on 
25 December 2013. The Embassy was headed by Mr. Jhabindra 
Prasad Aryal in the capacity of Chargé d’Affaires. Prior to the 
commencement of services in Muscat, the Embassy of Nepal in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia was concurrently accredited to the Sultanate 
of Oman.

Establishment of the Embassy of 
Nepal in Muscat, Oman in 2013
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Signing of Amended Air Service Agreement between 
Aeronautical Authorities of Nepal and Sultanate of Oman 

on 29 December 2014 (14 Push 2071)

The delegations representing the Aeronautical Authorities of Nepal and the Sultanate of 
Oman met in Muscat on 28-29 December 2014 to discuss and amend the provisions of the 
Air Service Agreement initialed on 02 December 1997. The MOU for the amendment was 
signed by Mr. Suresh Man Shrestha, Head of Nepali delegation and Mr. Anwar bin Abdullah 
Moosa Al-Raisi, Head of Omani Delegation on 29 December 2014.
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Appointment of First Residential Ambassador 
of Nepal to the Sultanate of Oman in 2017

The Embassy of Nepal 
in Muscat was upgraded 
to the Ambassador level 
with the appointment 
of H.E. Sarmila Parajuli 
Dhakal, as the first 
Ambassador of Nepal to 
the Sultanate of Oman 
in 2017. H.E. Sharmila 
Parajuli Dhakal presented 
copy of her credentials to 
the then Omani Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, H.E. 
Yusuf bin Alawi bin 
Abdullah on 04 June 
2017. His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham Bin Tarik 
received credentials of 
H.E. Sarmila Parajuli 
Dhakal, Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary 
Ambassador of President 
Bidhya Devi Bhandari of 
Nepal accredited to the 
Sultanate of Oman on 08 
March 2020.
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Rt. Hon. Sher Bahadur Deuba, the 
then Prime Minister of Nepal visited 
the Sultanate of Oman from 25 to 28 
September 2017. His Highness Sayyid 
Fahd bin Mahmoud Al Said, Deputy 
Prime Minister for the Council of 
Ministers welcomed the Nepali 
delegation at Muscat International 
Airport and hosted a state banquet in 
honour of visiting Prime Minister of 
Nepal at Shangri-La Resort. The Nepali 
delegation comprised of Mr. Krishna 
Bahadur Mahara, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs; Mr. Farmullah Mansoor, 
Minister for Labour and Employment; 
Ms. Asha Koirala, Minister for 
Women, Children and Social Welfare; 
and Mr. Shanker Das Bairagi, Foreign 
Secretary, among others.

During the visit, Nepal and the Sultanate 
of Oman signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on establishing 
a bilateral consultation mechanism 
between the Ministries of Foreign 
Affairs. Ambassador of Nepal to Oman 
Sharmila Parajuli Dhakal and Head of 
West Asia Department at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Oman, Shiekh 
Hilah Marhoon Al-Mammari signed 
the MoU on behalf of the respective 
governments on 27 September 2017.

Oman’s Minister of Transport 
and Communications Dr. Ahmed 
Mohammed Al- Futaisi, Secretary 
General of Oman’s Council of 
Ministers, Sheikh Al Fadhl bin 
Mohammed bin Ahmed al-Harthy, 
and some other members of the Oman 
cabinet were at Muscat International 
Airport to see off the Prime Minister 
and the Nepali delegation.

Official Visit of Prime Minister of Nepal to 
Sultanate of Oman on 25-28 Sept 2017
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Hon. Mr. Upendra Yadav, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Health and Population arrived the Sultanate of Oman on 
14 April 2019 in a transit while travelling to the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia where Hon. Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Health and Population is leading a Nepali delegation to participate in the program organized by WHO. Hon. 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Health and Population was received by H.E. Ambassador Nasser Al Busaidi, Chief 
of Protocol of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Sultanate of Oman, H.E. Sarmila Parajuli Dhakal, Ambassador of Nepal 
to the Sultanate of Oman and Spouse of Ambassdor Mr. Bimal Dhakal at the Muscat International Airport.

Visit of Hon. Deputy Prime Minister and Health 
Minister Mr. Upendra Yadav to Oman on 14 April 2019
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Oman and Nepal signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in the cultural and 
museum fields on 02 December 2019 with an aim to foster cooperation and exchange 

expertise between the two nations’ national museums. The MoU was signed at the National 
Museum of Oman in Muscat by Mr. Jaya Ram Shrestha, the Director General of the 

National Museum of Nepal and H.E. Jamal bin Hassan al-Musawi, the Director General of 
the National Museum of Oman.

Signing of MOU between National Museums 
of Nepal and Oman, 02 December 2019
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The Government of Nepal and Oman signed a Land Lease Agreement on 25 August 2020  
whereby a land measuring 4100 square meters located in the Diplomatic area (Al Khuwair) 
was leased to Nepal for the construction of the chancery and residence of the Ambassador. H.E. 
Sarmila Parajuli Dhakal, Ambassador of Nepal to the sultanate of Oman, and H.E. Mohamed 
bin Nasser bin Mohamed al Wahaibi, Undersecretary for Administration and Finance in the 
Foreign Ministry of Oman, signed the agreement on behalf of their respective governments.

Signing of Land Lease Agreement between Government 
of Nepal and the Sultanate of Oman, 25 August 2020
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The Government of Nepal and Oman signed a Mutual Visa Exemption Agreement between 
Government of Nepal and the Sultanate of Oman for holders of Diplomatic, Special, Service and 
Official passports where it was agreed to facilitate the travel of the nationals of both countries to 
enter into the other nation and stay up to 90 days without a visa. H.E. Sarmila Parajuli Dhakal, 
Ambassador of Nepal to the sultanate of Oman, and H.E. Mohamed bin Nasser bin Mohamed 
al Wahaibi, Undersecretary for Administration and Finance in the Foreign Ministry of Oman, 
signed the agreement on behalf of their respective governments. Sultan Haitham bin Tarik of 
Oman ratified a mutual visa exemption agreement with Nepal through the Royal Decree No. 
36/2021 on 12 April 2021.

Signing of Mutual Visa Exemption Agreement between 
Government of Nepal and the Sultanate of Oman for holders of 
Diplomatic, Special, Service and Official passport, 19 Oct 2020
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H.E. Sarmila Parajuli Dhakal had the honour of an audience with the Honourable Lady, 
spouse of His Majesty Sultan Haitham Bin Tariq on 06 June 2021. During the meeting, 
Honourable lady exchanged warm conversations with the Ambassador and wished for 
successful tenure in Oman.

An audience with the Honorable Lady of the 
Sultanate of Oman, 06 June 2021
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