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English (Grade 9-12)

Introduction

This guideline for internal assessment is fully based on the approved English curriculum for Grade 9-12.
The main aim of developing the guideline is to assist teachers for the effective implementation of the
internal assessment provision envisioned by the curriculum. The curriculum has stated the following
provisions to be carried out for internal assessment.

S.N. | Assessment area Weightage
a Participation (attendance: 1 mark and students' performance | 3
in teaching learning activities: 2 marks)
b Listening Test 8
c Speaking Test 8
d Terminal test 6

The curriculum has indicated that scores from formative assessment will be taken as the basis of internal
assessment. For this, portfolio of each student should be maintained by the teacher. The portfolio consists
of the details on students' performance in different assessment areas given above. The record of student's
project work, test papers or other proof of the students' performance should be kept in his/her portfolio.
The allocation of weightage under each of the assessment areas will be as specified below:

a. Participation

Participation of the learners is to be assessed on the basis of attendance and students' performance in
teaching learning activities. It covers student attendance, participation in classroom activities and their
performance on class work, homework and project works assigned to them. Student attendance carries 1
mark and the participation of students in learning carries 2 marks. For this, the teacher needs to maintain
the record and the same record is to be consulted to award the marks for this area. Both carry 2 marks
which are assessed based on the following indicators.

SN | Criteria Indicator Mark Obtained mark

1. Attendance | 90% and above attendance 1
85% to below 90% of attendance. | 0.75
80% to below 85% of attendance | 0.5
75% to below 80% of attendance. | 0.25

2. | Students' Be very curious in learning, have | 2
performance | a thorough frequent interaction in
in teaching | discussion, present own creative
learning views and ideas in all activities,
activities complete the entire task oneself
Be curious in learning, have | 1.5
frequent interaction in discussion,
present own creative views and
ideas in most of the activities,
complete the most of the task
oneself

Be somehow curious in learning, | 1
have  some interaction in
discussion, present views and
ideas in some of the activities,
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complete the partial task oneself
or completes the task with other's
help

Be less curious in learning, have | 0.5
less interaction in discussion,
present partial views and ideas in
some of the activities , unable to
complete the even the partial task
oneself or with other's help

Total 3

b. Listening Test

Testing of listening skills is included in the internal assessment. As per the curricular provision, teachers
need to prepare listening tasks themselves so as to assess the students' performance.

Number of Tasks for Listening: 2 (2%4=8 marks)
There will be two listening tasks on two different sound files. Each task should consist of four questions.
Types of sound files

The sound files may contain lectures, talks, presentations, radio/TV broadcasts, podcasts/vodcasts,
commentaries, interviews, conversations, short discussions, personal accounts (oral anecdotes, past
experiences) narratives (e.g. radio dramas), instructions and directions, factual accounts (e.g. news
reports, eye witness accounts) explanations, public announcements, weather forecast, etc.

Note:

e The sound files should be authentic and clearly articulated at normal speed of delivery. Each sound
file should be a maximum of 3 minutes long.

e The types of questions include Multiple Choice Questions, Matching; Fill in the Blanks and Short
Answer Questions.
Alternative test method for students with hearing impairment:

For the hearing-impaired students, any one of the tasks (Paragraph writing on a given topic, writing a
letter or writing a description of something) can be given.

Time: 20 minutes.
The record of the task and students' performance should be maintained in portfolios.

The tasks, assessment criteria, descriptor or indicators and marking guide are given in the table below.
However, a certain task can be assessed through multiple criteria and a teacher can follow them. In such
case, an average is to be made for record keeping of the marks.

SN | Tasks Criteria Descriptor/Indicator | Mark | Obtained
mark
1. | Listening Comprehension | Student understands | 4
comprehension all of the messages

(all 4 answers) from
the spoken text.
Student understands | 3
most of the message
(any 3 answers) from
the spoken text.
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Student understands | 2
some of the message
(any 2 answers) from
the spoken text but
not all.

Student understands | 1
very few of the main
ideas or details from
the spoken text.

| Total

c¢. Speaking Test

The speaking test will be administered practically in the classroom. It can be done without any formal setting
even during the class. However, teacher should have his/her internal advance planning for this. The teacher
should prepare the task themselves. The test starts with a greeting and introduction to make the students feel
comfortable. The speaking test consists of the following sections and tasks:

1. Contextual interview or conversation/Describing pictures (4 marks)

The teacher can use any one of the task: Contextual interview/conversation or describing pictures. The
students will be asked at least four questions on their personal affairs and immediate contextual situation
i.e. situation created to respond using the exponents of language function. (Introduce yourself. Suppose
your friend has recently won the speech contest. How do you congratulate your friend for winning the
speech contest? You need to be out of the class for some time. Ask for permission from your teacher. etc).
For this type of task, teacher can also make students talk to each other with a partner and assess them.

Instead of the above type of task, the students can also be asked to describe the pictures. For this, the
students will be given a picture or a set of pictures. They are expected to describe the picture/s in at least
8 sentences. The teacher marks based on their performances.

2. Speaking on a given topic/presentation of a project work (4 marks)

These two types of tasks are very common and effective in language teaching. These types of tasks are
done regularly in course of teaching learning process. Therefore, the teacher can use any one type of the
task: speaking on a given topic or presentation of a project work for internal assessment record keeping
purposes. For speaking on a given topic, the students will be given a topic like; my school, my hobby, my
family, etc. They will get one-minute to think over the topic before speaking on it. This will be done
individually.

Instead of the task of speaking on a given topic, presentation of a project work can also be used for
assessing students' oral presentation skills. The language project the students do in the class in groups or
individually can be used for this.

Time: 10 to 15 minutes per student
Alternative test method for students with visual difficulties:

For students with visual difficulties, ask them to narrate a sequence of events instead of task 2
‘describing pictures’ above.

Alternative test method for students with speech and hearing difficulties:
For students with speech and hearing difficulties, give a reading comprehension task worth 8 marks.

It will be assessed based on the given rubrics.
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SN | Tasks Descriptor/Indicator Mark | Obtained
mark
1. | Speaking task Pronunciation is clear and | 4
and project work | appropriate.
presentation Speech is smooth and the

speed is normal.
Vocabulary is correct and
appropriate to the context.
Grammar is accurate.
Pronunciation is mostly clear | 3
and appropriate.
Speech is mostly smooth and
the speed is normal.
Vocabulary is mostly correct
and appropriate to the
context
Grammar is accurate most of
the time and does not affect
understanding.
Pronunciation is somewhat | 2
clear but needs
improvement.
Speech is somewhat smooth
with some pauses.
Vocabulary is somewhat
correct and appropriate to the
context.
Vocabulary is limited and
often inappropriate to the
context.
Pronunciation is |1
inappropriate.

Speech is slow and contains
several pauses.

Vocabulary is limited and
often inappropriate to the
context.

Several grammatical errors
make speech difficult to
understand.

It is mandatory for the teachers to maintain the record of the tasks used for assessing students'
performance so that it can be presented as portfolio or evidences when asked later.

¢. Terminal Test

Terminal test carries 6% marks of marks in the external assessment. At least two terminal tests should be
administered and its record should be kept for the external examination. The full marks and weight of
written examination of reading and writing (including grammar) will be as per the specification grid
developed by Curriculum Development Centre. The marks obtained in the terminal test should be
converted to 6% mark and its record should be kept for the final examination. If there are two terminal
tests, each terminal test will have the weight of 3 percent. If there are more than two terminal tests,
number of any two terminal tests will have to be calculated for the final examination or grade sheet.
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General Considerations in Internal Assessment

Internal assessment will be done as a part of teaching learning process. However, for the record keeping
purpose, the above mentioned number of tasks should be done at least once during the timeframe of each
terminal examination and obtained marks should be recorded in the portfolio. For example, in the
duration of first terminal examination, 2 listening and 2 speaking tasks as specified above should be used
to assess students' performance as an internal assessment. If more than than once is done during a
terminal, an average marks for each assessment areas should be made.

Students' performance in the internal assessment can be recorded as follows:

First/Second Terminal

SN | Students Name | PAR Listening | Speaking | Terminal Total Obtained
3) 8) (8) Examination | marks Grade
(6) obtained

The grade sheet should be prepared as per the Letter Grading Implementation Support Manual 2079.
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