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National Climate Change Policy, 2076 (2019)

1. Background

Climate Change is a serious problem emerging at global level. Poor and
developing countries are affected more by it compared to rich and
developed ones. Despite its negligible contribution to total global emissions
of greenhouse gases, Nepal is one of the countries that has high risks of
adverse effects of climate change. Topographical diversity, fragile
geological structure, sensitive ecosystems and diversity of climate and
micro-climate zones are the main reasons for it. In addition to these,
poverty, illiteracy, social disparity as well as high dependence of
community on natural resources for livelihood have made Nepal more

sensitive towards the impacts of climate change.

Rapid increase in atmospheric temperature for the past few decades and
climate-induced disasters like less precipitation, heavy precipitation and
drought triggered by it have been causing adverse impacts on Nepal's
Himalayan ranges and glaciers, and ecosystems dependent on them.
Increased melting of snow has swollen the glacial lakes and put them at
risk of outburst. The negative effects of climate change have been directly
experienced in forest and biodiversity, energy, human health, tourism,
habitation, infrastructure development as well as in the areas of livelihood,
while there has been a huge loss of lives and property due to climate-
induced disasters such as flood, landslide, and windstorm and wild fire
every year. Against this backdrop, this National Climate Change Policy,

2019 has been introduced with the objective of providing policy guidance
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to various levels and thematic areas towards developing a resilient society

by reducing the risk of climate change impacts.
2. Past Efforts

Nepal has been actively performing the activities related to climate change
management ever since it became a Party to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 1994. Climate change
adaptation projects identified by the National Adaptation Program of
Action (NAPA) developed in 2009 are in operation. These projects have
made a remarkable achievement towards reducing the risk of vulnerable
households and communities and increasing their adaptive capacity.
Likewise, Climate Change Policy was formulated and implemented in
2011. Community forest program conducted with the participation of local
communities has played pivotal role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Agroforestry and private forest development programs have also played a
remarkable role in carbon sequestration and climate change adaptation. The
Nepal National REDD Strategy has been introduced to reduce greenhouse

gas emissions from deforestation and forest degradation.

In 2009, a Climate Change Council was constituted under the chairmanship
of Prime Minister and consisting of experts, to maintain policy
coordination in the area of climate change and a Multi-stakeholder Climate
Change Initiatives Coordination Committee was formed to coordinate the
plans and programs pertaining to climate change. Likewise, Climate
Change Management Division has been established in the Ministry of
Forests and Environment, which is the designated focal point of the

Convention to coordinate with different levels and sectors on overall affairs
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Climate Change Budget Code. Likewise, Alternative Energy Promotion
Center has initiated activities relating to Clean Development Mechanism

(CDM) by establishing a Climate and Carbon Unit.

The Millennium Development Goals, 2001 and Sustainable Development
Agenda, 2003 have also addressed the issues of climate change directly or
indirectly in Nepal. An implementation framework of Local Adaptation
Plans for Action (LAPA) was developed in 2011with the objective of
integrating the climate change into local development plan. Local
Adaptation Plan has been introduced at various vulnerable areas as per that
framework. Similarly, Community Based Adaptation Plan is being
implemented at community level with the support of various community
organizations, civil society, private sector and other institutions. In the
capacity of a Party to the United Nations Framework Conference on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Initial National Communication Report
and Second National Communication Report were submitted to the

Secretariat of the Convention in 2004 and 2014 respectively.
3. Present Status

The Climate Change Policy, 2011 and the strategies and programs framed
under it are on implementation, while the National Adaptation Plan (NAP)
is in the process of formulation. Adaptation programs are being conducted
through various governmental, non-governmental and community
organizations by targeting the areas and communities that are at high risk

of negative impacts of climate change.

Nepal has been actively participating in international processes related to
ffg?i‘nate change. During this period, the third National Communication
/\
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Report is in the process of preparation so that it may be furnished to the
Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Conference on Climate
Change by 2019. LikeWise, being a party to the Kyoto Protocol, Paris
Agreement, Sendai Framework and Sustainable Development Goals, Nepal
has been utilizing the opportunities created in the international arena as per
the national needs and has been fulfilling the obligations accordingly.
Necessary actions have been initiated for updating Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC) submitted in 2016 as a Party to the Paris Agreement
and acceptance of the Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol. The
process of granting recognition to the governmental, non-governmental and
private sector organizations has also been initiated to establish their direct

access to International Climate Finance.
4. Problems and Challenges

There have been negative impacts of climate change on national economy
of Nepal and various areas of livelihood, and these impacts are expected to
further increase in future. Amid such condition, the absence of uniformity
in understanding the multi-sectoral issues of climate change among the
inter-sectoral agencies and the lack of coordination among them, lack of
studies, research and basic data about the impacts of climate change effect
and potential loss or damage resulting from climate-induced disasters,
failure to mainstream the climate change issues into overall development
process, and the dearth of institutional capacity, financial resources,
technology and knowledge to address the problems are the major problems

in the area of climate change management.

In this context, building a climate resilient society through climate change

_mitigation and adaptation in a mountainous and landlocked as well as
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economically least developed country like Nepal is a challenging task in
itself. Specially, in the context where Nepal has set a target to graduate to a
middle-income country status from the Least Developed Country (LDC) by
2030, it is challenging to scale up development activities and strike a
balance between climate change and development imperatives. Similarly,
increasing access to climate finance while establishing the climate change
related specialized issues of Nepal as a common voice of countries at risk

of climate change in international forums is also equally challenging.
5. Need for New Policy

A need has been felt for formulating a new policy in order to effectively
address the changes of national and international dimensions in the area of
climate change management that emerged since the implementation of the
Climate Change Policy, 2011 and on the basis of lessons learnt from the

implementation of that policy.

Mainly, the Constitution of Nepal has guaranteed the fundament right of
every citizen to live in a clean and healthy environment and set the policies
of the state to pursue climate change management related concepts like
sustainable and environment-friendly development, promotion of
renewable energy, mitigating possible risks to environment from industrial
and physical development, priority to environment-friendly technology in
transportation as well as development of eco-tourism. There is a need for
this Policy as the country has entered into the federal system, and it is
required to operate the programs pertaining to climate change adaptation
and mitigation in an effective manner by integrating the issues of climate

change into the policies and programs of all three levels of the government
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accordingly and thereby support the vision of “Prosperous Nepal, Happy
Nepali” adopted by the Government of Nepal.

In the global context, Nepal has already submitted the roadmap of
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) as a Party to the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change. At a time when Nepal has ratified the Paris
Agreement, Sustainable Development Goals and Sendai Framework for
disaster management, this Policy is needed also to utilize the opportunities
of financial, technical and other forms of assistance through the framework
of conventions for the purpose of climate change management in line with
the national priority and local needs while complying with international

obligations.
6. Goal

To contribute to socio-economic prosperity of the nation by building a

climate resilient society.
7. Objectives

(a) To enhance climate change adaptation capacity of persons,
families, groups and communities vulnerable to, and at risk of;

climate change;

(b) To build resilience of ecosystems that are at risk of adverse

impacts of climate change;

(c) To promote green economy by adopting the concept of low

carbon emission development;

(d) To mobilize national and international financial resources for

climate change mitigation and adaptation in just manner;
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