NATIONAL RAMSAR STRATEGY
) ACTION PLAN, NEPAL







NATIONAL RAMSAR STRATEGY
AND ACTION PLAN, NEPAL

(2018-2024)

Government of Nepal
Ministry of Forests and Environment



Publisher:

Ministry of Forests and Environment, Singha Durbar, Kathmandu, Nepal

Citation:
Ministry of Forests and Environment 2018. National Ramsar Strategy and Action Plan, Nepal (2018-2024).
Ministry of Forests and Environment, Singha Durbar, Kathmandu, Nepal

Cover photo credits:
Front Cover - Fewa Lake © WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program/ Nabin Baral
Back Cover - Beeshazari Lake © WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program/ Kapil Khanal

© Ministry of Forests and Environment 2018

List of contributors

Dr. Maheshwar Dhakal, Chief, Environment and Biodiversity Division, Ministry of Forest and Environment
Mr. Krishna Prasad Acharya, Director General, Department of Forest

Mr. Man Bahadur Khadka, Director General, Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation
Mr. Dhananjaya Lamichhane, Under Secretary, Ministry of Forest and Environment

Dr. Bishnu Bhandari, Wetland Expert

Dr. Shant Raj Jnawali, Chief of Party, WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program

Dr. Kanchan Thapa, Technical Advisor, WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program

Mr. Kapil Khanal, Sr. Program Officer, WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program

Mr. Suman Dhakal, Program Officer, WWF Nepal, Hariyo Ban Program

Mr. Rajesh Sada, Fresh Water Lead, WWF Nepal

Dr. Deep Narayan Shah, Wetland Expert, Tribhuvan University

Dr. Ram Devi Tachamo Shah, Aquatic Ecologist, Kathmandu University



NATIONAL RAMSAR STRATEGY AND ACTION PLAN, NEPAL iii
(2018-2024)

4211567

t of Nepal Ph. | 4211892
Governmen o] s iohs
. 4211936
Environment 4211742
4211862

Fax. 4211868

o &
%;0‘. é‘ﬁi P.0.Box No. 3987
Ref. No. 520 Forsst b ' Singha Durbar, Kathmandu

Date :-

Ministry of Forests

Foreword

Nepal is rich to wetland and its resources. These wetlands are distributed across the country.
They have enormous ecological, economic, social and cultural values. Around 5.5% of the
country's land is covered by various types of wetlands. As of 2018, ten wetlands of having
international importance have been enlisted in the Ramsar Site. Nepal is working as party of
Ramsar Convention since 1988. The Koshi Tapu Wildlife Reserve is the first Ramsar Site while
the Lake Cluster of Pokhara Valley is the latest one. The Government of Nepal also formulated a
national wetland policy in 2003 and it has been revised in 2012, which is under implementation
though it needs to be revised following the three tires of the federal government. The National
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP)-2014-2020 has also recognized wetland
ecosystems as one of the most important areas of biodiversity.

The fourth National Ramsar Strategic Plan (2016-2024) was adopted in the 12" conference of
the Parties in 2015. The National Ramsar Strategic Plan of Nepal (2018-2024) is based on the
template provided by the Ramsar Secretariat. The plan envisioned to conserve, wise use, restore
and ensure benefits to local communities. It has five objectives namely conserve and manage the
Ramsar site network, manage wetlands including the Ramsar site at the footprint of wisely use
principle, engage federal, state and local stakeholder and capacitate them for the wetlands &
Ramsar sites conservation, enhance the Ramsar implementation through the national &
international cooperation; andmonitor and evaluate the implementation of the National Ramsar
Strategy and Action Plan. An institutional framework is also suggested to implement this
strategy while funding leverage is expected from both state and non-state partners including
activities participation of local communities.

I am confident that this strategic plan will provide a clear guidance to conserve and enhance the
Ramsar listed wetlands of Nepal. The effective implementation of the strategy and action plan
will depend on the level of ownership of three tires of the governments, and partnership and
coordination among the stakeholders. I do hope that the successful implementation of this
strategic plan will be an important policy tool to conserve, manage and wise use of the wetland
resources of Ramsar sites of Nepal. Finally, I would like to share my sincere thanks to Dr.
Maheshwar Dhakal and his team members for leading the task, and USAID funded Hariyo Ban
Program for providing generous financial and technical support.

+
-

Bishwa Nath Oli, PhD
Secretary
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PREAMBLE

In many respects, wetlands are amongst the most productive ecosystems in the world. In Nepal, they occur in diverse
ecological zones from highland Himalayas to low land Terai. In 1988, Nepal became a signatory to Ramsar convention which
highlighted Nepal’s commitment to conservation of wetlands. However, the wetlands had been neglected for long even
though they have social, economic, religious, and touristic significances.

The occurrence of wetlands across diverse ecological zones in Nepal have made vulnerable to few common and region-
specific threats. Of late, Ramsar sites including many other wetlands have been subjected to habitat loss and degradation.
Such problem could not be addressed due to lack of Ramsar Strategy and Action Plan in Nepal. This is also equally important
in the ongoing federal context in Nepal as there is lack of clarity in the roles and responsibilities of each administrative
units. Thus, a National Ramsar Strateqy and Action Plan had been a requisite for conservation of wetlands and particularly
for the conservation of Ramsar sites in Nepal. In this view, the National Ramsar Strategy and Action Plan (2018-2024) has
been prepared.

The methodology used in the policy document mainly follows four-pronged approaches. These include extensive review of
existing literatures, consultative meetings and workshops, sharing meeting, andlastly review of the draft policy document
with experts.

National Ramsar Strategy and Action Plan (2018-2024) covers the background of wetlands including Ramsar sites
management practices in Nepal; the existing institution, policies and practices for Ramsar Implementation in Nepal;
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats analysis and finally the Ramsar Strategic Plan of Nepal. Likewise, the
report outlines the National Ramsar goals and key actions with relevant tools, actors, baselines and indicators in Nepal. It
considers thirteen priority areas for the next seven years much like the priority areas of the Ramsar Convention. National
Ramsar Strategy and Action Plan (2018-2024) represents the first strategy and action plan for conservation of Ramsar sites
in Nepal and is congruent with both the Sustainable Development Goals and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets.
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BACKGROUND

1. 1 Understanding Wetlands

At the footprint of the Ramsar definition, National
Wetlands Policy (NWP 2012) of Nepal defines wetlands as
“perennial water bodies that originate from underground
sources of water or rainfall. It means swampy areas with
flowing or stagnant fresh or salt water that is natural or
man-made, or permanent or temporary. Wetlands also
mean marshy lands, riverine floodplains, lakes, ponds,
water storage areas and agricultural lands”. 0Of 42 wetlands
categorized by Ramsar, Nepal does not have coastal and
marine wetlands (IUCN 2004) but holds 19 types of natural
and 10 types of man-made inland wetlands (Siwakoti
2007). Hydrologically, Nepal’s wetlands are considered

the Himalayan wetlands irrespective to any sizes and
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geography because each drop of water any wetlands
receive has link with the water dynamics of the Himalaya
(Pokharel and Nakamura 2012).

1. 2 Nepal’s Response to the Ramsar
Convention

Nepal has a long history of the wetlands conservation
associated to the culture, tourism and forests management.
Nepal joined to the Ramsar Convention in 1971 (hereafter

as Convention); ratified the Convention on April 17, 1988;
designated the Koshi Tappu as Nepal’s the first but 384
wetlands of international significance globally regarded as

the “Ramsar Site” (HMGN/MFSC 2003); and became the 46
Contracting Party of the Convention. After 28 years of member
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Figure 1: Spatial Distribution of Ramsar Sites in Nepal



state of the Party, Nepal is one of the existing Standing Further, Nepal’s National Biodiversity Strategy and

Committee Members of the Convention (2015-2018). Action Plans (2014-2020) recommends for the inclusion
of additional 5 wetlands in this list by 2020. With the

In compliance with Article 2.1 of the Convention, and designation of Lake Cluster of Pokhara Valley in 2016,

Articles 4.1 and 5.1.5 (KHA and GA) of NWP (2012) makes Nepal next target is to explore additional 4 wetlands for

the provisions of exploring wetlands for their designation in the Ramsar designation.

the Ramsar list. Of this, four are in the Terai lowlands, two
in mid-hills, and four in Himalayan regions respectively. The 1. 3 Extent and Coverage of Wetlands

Mai Pokhari is the smallest, and Lake Cluster of Pokhara in Nepal

Valley is the largest Ramsar sites in Nepal (Table 1, Figure Nepal’s wetlands include rivers; lakes; reservoirs; ponds;
1). In total, Nepal’s Ramsar sites contribute 0.025 percent marshy lands and irrigated paddy fields (Table 2) and
(surface area) to the global target of the Ramsar sites. As covers ~ 5% of total area of Nepal with a huge water

of 2017, 60,561 hectares of wetlands are listed under the storage capacity of 225 billion m* (Water Resource Strategy
Ramsar convention (Ramsar 2017). 2002).

Table 1: Ramsar Sites of Nepal (Source: Ramsar Information Sheet 2017)

Altitude Date
Zone Province ea (ha)
(m ) Ratification

1 Koshi Tappu Terai, lowland 2 17,500  1987/12/17  2003/08/13

2 Ghodaghodi Lake Area Terai, lowland 7 205 2,563  2003/08/13  2003/08/13

3 Jagadishpur Reservoir Terai, lowland 4 195 225 2003/08/13  2003/08/13

4 Beeshazari and Associated  Terai, lowland 3 285 3,200 2003/08/13  2003/08/13
Lakes

5  Rara Lake Himalayas 6 2990 1,583 2007/09/23  2007/09/23
Phoksundo Lake Himalayas 6 3610 494  2007/09/23  2007/09/23
Gosaikunda and Associated Himalayas 3 4700 1,030  2007/09/23  2007/09/23
Lakes

8  Gokyo and Associated Himalayas 3 5000 7,770 ~ 2007/09/23  2007/09/23
Lakes

9 Mai Pokhari Midhills 1 2100 90  2008/10/20  2008/10/20

10  Lake Cluster of Pokhara Midhills 4 827 26,106  2016/02/02 2016/02/02
Valley

Table 2: Extent of Wetlands in Nepal

m Wetlands Estimated Area (ha) Percentage (%)

1 Rivers 395,000 48.2
2 Lakes 5,000 0.6
3 Reservoirs 1,500 0.2
4 Marshy Lands 12,500 15
5 Ponds 7,277 0.9
6 Irrigated Paddy Fields 398,000 48.6

Total 819,277 100.00

(Source: Directorate of Fisheries Development, Kathmandu, Nepal (DoFD 2012)



