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Nepal Government Approves Comprehensive Irrigation Master

Plan

On May 30, 2024, the Nepal Government at the Hon.
Ministry Level approved the long-anticipated Irrigation
Master Plan (IMP). This plan is set to guide the country’s
irrigation development over the next 25 years, with a
focus on optimizing irrigation investments across various
agro-ecological regions.

The agriculture, forestry, and fishing sectors employ
more than 60% of Nepal’s labor force but contribute
only 24% to the national economy. With only 40%
of arable land currently irrigated, the IMP aims to
enhance food production and address the challenges
posed by a decreasing agricultural workforce and
increasing urbanization.

Key highlights of the plan include:

Of Nepal's 3,557,764 hectares of agricultural
land, 2,536,319 hectares are deemed suitable for
irrigation. The plan outlines the potential of surface
and groundwater resources to improve land and
water productivity through modernized infrastructure
and improved water management. It identifies 5,673

irrigation systems, covering a command area of
941,472 hectares, with a substantial portion located
in the Terai region. Groundwater systems, including
152,766 shallow tubewells and 1,278 deep tubewells,
contribute to irrigating 493,830 hectares.

The IMP also emphasizes the importance of modernizing
existing infrastructure, developing new irrigation
systems, and transferring irrigation management to
user groups and local governments. The ultimate goal is
to achieve full development of irrigable lands, increase
cropping intensity, and improve irrigation efficiency.

This master plan aligns with the Agrlcul'rure Development
Strategy (2015-2035) and aims to significantly boost
the agricultural sector's growth rate, land productivity,
and reduce rural poverty.

With the implementation of this plan, Nepal is set
to make significant steps in sustainable irrigation
management, ensuring food security, and promoting
economic growth.



